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A Christmas Reflection From the Desk of Pastor Galen December 2009 

Join us for a free Christmas dinner on Wednesday, December 9th at 5:30 PM. We 

will gather at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Eggertsville for food, fellowship and a 

movie (It’s a Wonderful Life). Please contact the Lutheran Campus Ministry office if 

you would like to attend or if you need a ride.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

REV. GALEN M. PURPURA JR., Campus Pastor 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at office@lcmwny.org or call (716) 833-6950  

Website: www.lcm-buffalo.org 

 Lutheran Campus Ministry is a shared ministry of congregations from  

the Lutheran Church Missouri and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America  

FREE CHRISTMAS DINNER 

 Lights, lights, lights… they are everywhere! Typically, lights 

become a bit more noticeable in November and December each year. 

Yes, the time has come and many streets are lined with little lights 

called Christmas lights! Indeed, many of the decorations are simply 

breathtaking, bringing about feelings of wonder, amazement and the 

décor seems to get the “holiday spirit” within us churning.  

 However, as Christians we really should be asking ourselves why all the Christmas lights, Christ-

mas trees, and Christmas decorations. Modern culture has us thinking that it is all about family, good fellow-

ship and nothing more than that. And so, for many folks the decorations and strings of lights simply repre-

sent a mood of celebration.  

 As Lutherans, I think it is quite fitting for us to reflect on a story about Dr. Luther. Around the year 

1500, Dr. Luther was supposedly walking through a snow covered field one late Christmas Eve contemplat-

ing his next sermon theme. While walking he noticed a bunch of snow covered evergreen trees shimmering 

in the moonlight. This observation reminded Luther of the birth of Jesus Christ and how the Lord’s light 

shines through even in the darkest moments of humanity. Dr. Luther then went on to cut a tree, bring it home 

and decorate it with candles. 

 Now, whether this story is completely accurate is rather insignificant. This account serves as re-

minder to us that “Jesus is the reason for the season!” It reminds us that Christmas isn’t about the nicest 

decorated home or the biggest tree. Rather, it’s ALL about Jesus. We might then suggest, that when we 

decorate our homes with lights, it helps to tell the story; to tell of the incarnation of Jesus; who is the greatest 

and brightest light.  Furthermore, we might suggest that these little lights witness to the world that Jesus is 

the light that continues to shine in a very dark world.  We, who have walked in darkness have seen a great 

light! To us a child is born, to us a SON IS GIVEN! Jesus, who is true God, took flesh to redeem a people 

who wandered in darkness. We are among the Redeemed and love to tell the story! 

 All kinds of lights will be shinning in our eyes this Advent and Christmas season. However, there is 

really only one light that shines through and affects our lives. This light causes us to stop and wonder in the 

midst of all the hustle and bustle. Jesus truly is light to a dark, dark world! May he come to you this year and 

illuminate your heart and mind so that you may diligently witness His love. May you daily focus on him and 

not all the other “little lights” of the season!  

ON CAMPUS WORSHIP 

Lutheran Campus Ministries is preparing for  on campus worship to 

begin in February 2010. There are still a great number of details to be 

worked out. However, we would like to hear from you in this planning/

preparing stage. We would love to know what day is best for you, loca-

tion recommendations, and your worship interests. Please contact our 

office (716)833-6950 or drop Pastor Galen an e-mail 

(pastor.galenp@gmail.com) to share you ideas! This worship service is 

for you! Your input is important and necessary!  Hope to hear from you! 

THE QUEST FOR PEER MINISTERS CONTINUES….. 

We are currently looking for Peer Ministers to serve in the Spring Semester. Peer Ministers partner with the 

campus pastor in ministry on campus. There is a $1,000.00 stipend for  service during the semester.  If you 

are interested or know of anyone who may be interested please contact our office or visit our website to 

download an application.  


